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California’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan was approved by the Secretary, Business, 
Transportation and Housing Agency on September 26, 2006.   This version (Version 2) 
of California’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan contains updates to some Challenge Area 
sections to better align Challenge Area goals to strategies and clarify some action items.  
All revisions incorporated into this document were proposed by the Challenge Area 
teams and approved by the Strategic Highway Safety Plan Steering Committee.
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By 2010, reduce the number of roadway user fatalities 
involving alcohol and drug use by 15 percent from 
their 2004 level.
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1.   Educate roadway users regarding the dangers of impaired roadway use and develop educational
      programs that combat the social acceptance of drinking and driving.

2.   Restrict access to sources of alcohol/drugs for persons under 21 years of age, 
      and for others as appropriate.

3.   Enhance law enforcement training and the tools for detection of impaired roadway users.

4.   Review effectiveness of existing sanctions as a deterrent to impaired driving.

5.   Streamline and ensure consistent adjudication of arrested impaired drivers.

6.   Improve the tracking of convicted impaired drivers.

7.   Enhance the use of treatment programs to reduce recidivism of impaired drivers.

8.   Increase and improve the application of administrative sanctions regarding impaired drivers.

9.   Develop new and innovative ways to approach impaired-driving enforcement.

10. Develop new and innovative ways to approach repeat offenders.
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By 2010, reduce the number of fatalities 
involving drivers who are not properly 
licensed by 15 percent from their 2004 level.

Ensure Drivers are 
Properly Licensed
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1.   Improve the availability, use, and proper installation of child restraint systems.

2.   Target education and enforcement for demographic groups that show low safety belt usage rates.

3.   Increase the accuracy and availability of the data that indicates restrained vs. unrestrained vehicle occupants.

4.   Increase education and enforcement on young safety belt usage, with a focus on 15-24 year olds.
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California intends to employ the following strategies to reduce the number of fatalities attributed to improper 
rights of way, turning and lane changing decisions. The SHSP Implementation Plan will present specific 
action items to implement these strategies:

1.   Educate drivers on turning and lane changing rules to support proper turning and lane changing decisions.

2.   Increase enforcement of drivers who make unsafe turns and lane changes.

3.   Employ traffic control devices, traffic calming, and speed-reduction design practices to reduce the likelihood
      and severity of crashes related to turning and lane changing  movements.

4.   Improve roadway geometrics to facilitate better decision making by drivers.

5.   Apply advanced technology to reduce collisions.

California’s roadway users suffer from collisions resulting from poor 
driver decisions made regarding turns and rights of way. CHP data 
attribute improper passing, turning, lane change, right-of-way, or 
“other improper driving” as a primary collision factor in 23 percent 
of all fatal injury collisions from 2002 – 2004.32 California should 
focus on ways to improve driver decisions for this Challenge Area.

Figure 8 shows a substantial and rapid increase of 68 percent in 
fatalities related to improper turning, lane changing and rights of 
way violations between 1998 and 2003 before we saw a decline in 

2004. It is unclear what accounts for this overall increase. Possible explanations include: poor decision-making by 
motorists; possible changes in attribution of cause at collisions; or a fundamental change in driving behavior within 
a large segment of the population. However, these explanations are highly speculative. Nonetheless, this observed 
increase in improper turning and lane changing and rights of way violations has likely been a strong contributor to 
the overall increase in traffic fatalities observed since 1998.
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Key issues connected with the implementation of action items to reduce the number of fatalities 
attributed to improper rights of way, turning and lane changing decisions:
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By 2010, reduce the number of fatalities 
involving drivers age 15 – 20 by 15 percent 
from their 2004 level.

7.   Improve roadway/traffic conditions in and around school zones. 
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1.   Incorporate pedestrian safety into smart growth, land use planning, and other local plans.



27

8.   Improve pedestrian safety expertise among transportation professionals and others 
      involved in the design process.

9.   Consider pedestrian needs in all roadway and transit projects.
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By 2010, reduce the number of fatalities 
involving drivers age 65 and older by 10 
percent from their 2004 level.
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1.   Educate the public on motorcycle safety.

2.   Improve the training, testing, and licensing of motorcyclists.

3   Enhance the enforcement of motorcyclist violations and violations by the operators of other vehicles.

4.   Improve motorcyclist visibility to other roadway users.

5.   Improve roadway design to enhance motorcycle safety.

6.   Promote the use of helmets that meet USDOT standards.
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1.   Enhance safe driving through work zones with education and enforcement.

2.   Improve traffic control in work zones.

3.   Reduce worker exposure and improve worker visibility.

4.   Apply advanced technology to enhance work zone safetyarea.

5.   Improve data collection and analysis.
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1.   Improve technology for locating crash sites and for
      improving EMS access routes and response times.

2.   Ensure interoperability of communications systems
      between all responders to crash sites.

3.   Improve patient transportation and destination 
      from crash location.

4.   Increase availability of appropriate-level trauma 
      centers, with emphasis on rural areas.

5.   Improve access to trauma-related training 
      courses for Emergency Medical Technicians 
      and paramedics.

6.   Encourage Emergency Medical Dispatch programs 
      to train dispatchers to assist victims awaiting 
      arrival of EMS.

7.   Improve data access to meet the needs of EMS.

8.  Increase public access to first aid in order to improve 
     post crash survivability.
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